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CONTRACTS
Management X409.19 (4 units)

Summer 2012
Class Meeting Information
Mondays, 6:30 - 9:30 pm 
10 meetings
UCI Campus
Instructor Information
Michaël Fischer, JD

Office phone: (949) 724-0200

Fax: (949) 724-0201

E-mail: mfischer@mckassonklein.com

www.mikelfischer.com
Prerequisites – Classes or Knowledge Required for this Course

Although you are not required to have specific knowledge of computer applications, you should have sufficient computer familiarity to prepare documents in Word or Word Perfect format. Additionally, you should have access to the internet. 

Further, you should have a good grasp of English grammar and composition skills.     
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Course Description
Contracts SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 is a required course in the Paralegal Certificate Program. When two or more parties seek to enter into a formal agreement, there are several key considerations. Is the purpose of the agreement legal? Is it feasible? Do all of the parties clearly understand the agreement’s provisions? In this course, we will address these initial considerations as well as many others including such legal concepts as contract authority, execution, consideration, performance, amendment, and novation. We will begin by exploring the legal requirements of the contract formation process. We will then examine how to draft a fully binding contract using clear, understandable terms for both routine and unique business circumstances.
Methodology

The primary methods of instruction in this course are lectures and discussion sessions. There will be interactive components to the class. Be ready. There are two graded assignments, a midterm and a final examination. The examinations are closed book and notes. The reading assignments play an important role in the learning process.

Course Text

Basic Contract Law for Paralegals – Jeffrey A. Helewitz (sixth edition) Aspen Publishers.

Our course text is organized according to substantive areas of the law. The readings from the text are required. All readings must be done before the corresponding class. Please bring the text to every class.
Evaluation and Grading

	Assignments (2)
	100 points

	Midterm Exam
	100 points

	Final Exam
	250 points

	Attendance/Participation
	  50 points


Grading Scale

A   = 450 - 500  points 


B   = 400 - 449  points

C   = 350 - 399  points

D   = 300 - 349  points

F   =     0 - 299  points
Please note that a letter grade of “C” or better is required to receive the Paralegal Certificate. A “Pass” grade will not be accepted towards the Paralegal Certificate requirements. 

Course Policies
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What I Expect from You:

(
Please be here and on time. Class attendance is not optional.

(
Turn in any homework at the beginning of each class. Any homework not submitted by the start of the class period in which it is due will receive a 10% reduction of possible points for that assignment. The homework will receive an additional 10% reduction for every subsequent day that it is late. 
· Cell phones must be either turned off or silenced. Please no texting during class.

· Laptops can be used for note taking purposes only. Use of laptops during class for other purposes (internet, e-mails, etc.) is prohibited.
      (    Make-up examinations will not be granted absent proof of medical/family emergency.

      (    Courtesy and respect to others is expected at all times.
Homework Submission Guidelines:
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(
Hard copy. The expected method.

· Electronic copy. If, and only if, you will not be able to attend a class, you may submit papers via email to me at mfischer@mckassonklein.com. It is your responsibility to provide me your document in formatting I can read (Word format is ideal). 
· Material must be typed. All homework and other assignments must be typed unless specifically instructed otherwise.
( A Good Tip: On the first day of the course, exchange phone numbers with at least one other student so that, in case you miss a class, you will know what was covered and what was assigned for the following week. I may not always be reachable to answer these questions. 

Note: Due to the nature of the field of study in this course, I reserve the right to alter the course syllabus at any time.
Course Outline
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	Date
	 Week One

	Reading for Today
	Chapter 1 

	Objectives
	Discuss the purpose of contracts

Analyze what constitutes contracts and their basic enforcement


	Date
	 Week Two

	Reading for Today
	Chapters 2 and 3    

	Objectives
	Understand offer and acceptance


	Date
	 Week Three

	Reading for Today
	Chapters 4 and 5  

	Objectives
	Understand the concept of consideration

Review the requirement that contracts’ subject matters be legal 


	Date
	 Week Four

	Reading for Today
	Chapters 6 and 7     

	Objectives
	Analyze contractual intent including issues of duress, fraud, and mistake
Discuss the Statute of Frauds, contractual conditions, and other contract provisions
Assignment #1 is due 


	Date
	 Week Five

	Reading for Today
	None   

	Objectives
	Midterm Examination


	Date
	 Week Six

	Reading for Today
	Chapters 12

	Objectives
	Examine various finalized contracts and their provisions


	Date
	 Week Seven

	Reading for Today
	Chapter 10

	Objectives
	Discuss performance and other discharge of contractual obligations


	Date
	 Week Eight

	Reading for Today
	Chapter 11

	Objectives
	Understand contractual remedies, lawsuits and arbitrations 

Assignment #2 is due


	Date
	 Week Nine

	Reading for Today
	Chapters 8 and 9   

	Objectives
	ForceF               Understand the Uniform Commercial Code

s     Third Party  Analyze third party contractual rights


	Date
	Week Ten

	Reading for Today
	None

	Objectives
	Final Examination
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